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deficiencies of soils by determining how much soil is required to give normal Azoto- 
bacter formation. — F. L. Stevens. 

Fossil Osmundaceae. — KiDSTONand Gwynne-Vaughan 21 describe the struc- 
ture of two osmundaceous stems from the Jurassic of New Zealand. On account 
of the difficulty of distinguishing anatomically between Osmunda and Todea, 
they put these stems under the provisional genus Osmundites. One of the stems, 
O. Dunlopi, is characterized by an extremely small central cylinder, comparable 
with that found in the filmy Todeas of the present day. In this species the foliar 
gaps are much reduced and are said by the authors even to be absent sometimes. 
The other new species, O. gibbiana, has a better developed stele and its foliar gaps 
are very similar to those of living species of Osmunda. The authors add something 
to our knowledge of the Osmundites skidegatensis of Penhallow, from the Lower 
Cretaceous of Western Canada. In this species they describe well-developed 
internal phloem. The medullary tissues clearly become continuous with those of 
the cortex through the very broad foliar gaps. Concerning this species the authors 
say: "At first sight (it) appears to provide something very like the dictyostelic 
ancestor postulated by Jeffrey's theory." They conclude, however, with Boodle 
and the majority of other British anatomists, since there is an absence of internal 
phloem in the young plant of living species of Osmunda, that on the hypothesis 
of recapitulation internal phloem and the accompanying structures must have 
been absent in the ancestors of the Osmundaceae. This argument, however, 
is quite fallacious. It would apparently be just as reasonable to assume that the 
mesarch foliar and peduncular bundles of the Cycadales are not an ancestral 
feature, as is generally admitted, especially in Great Britain, because forsooth 
they have not been shown to occur in the stem of cycadean seedlings. Moreover, 
those who hold with Gwynne-Vaughan, Worsdeix, and others, that the condition 
without internal phloem is ancestral in the case of the tubular central cylinder of 
the stem in the Filicales, find likewise no ontogenetic support whatever for their 
views among the very numerous ferns in which the tubular central cylinder of the 
adult is siphonostelic with internal phloem. Ontogeny at present throws no light 
whatever on the subject of the presence or absence of internal phloem in the primi- 
tive tubular central cylinder of the fern series. Argument accordingly must be 
based on comparative anatomy alone, and that being the case there is apparently 
as good reason to consider the concentric type of bundle to be ancestral for the 
leaf and stem of the Osmundaceae as there is to regard the mesarch xylem bundle 
as ancestral for leaf and shoot in the cycadean series. The authors follow Scott 
in regarding the Botryopterideae as among the most primitive ferns. They con- 
sider that their Osmundites Dunlopi furnishes evidence that the Osmundaceae have 
come from this group. There is apparently no better reason for regarding Osmun- 
dites Dunlopi and O. gibbiana as primitive Osmundaceae than the similarly austral 
types, Agathis and Araucaria, as primitive araucarian conifers. — E. C. Jeffrey. 



21 Kidston, R., and Gwynne-Vaughan, D. T., On the fossil Osmundaceae. 
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